" There has been some disagreement and want of perspicuity in the statements of physiologists respecting the special functions of the muscles which surround and act upon the urethra, and as it is exceedingly important in relation to our subject to arrive at correct views respecting these functions, I have therefore been led to study them closely, and seek for information by independent observations of my own, the results of which, with the utmost deference to the high authorities from whom I may have been compelled in some particulars to differ, I beg leave to embody in the following statements and conclusions:?
" That the urethra, in its natural condition, and when not in action, forms a shut passage, the membranous walls of which, for the most part disposed in folds, lie in close approximation to each other, and are so maintained by the agency of contractile structures around.
" That the act of micturition requires for its proper performance a patent condition of the passage, and consequently the complete relaxation of certain muscles, forming a distinct group; viz., the anterior part of the levator ani (levator prostatas), the compressor urethras, the accelerator urinse,* the transversus perinei, and the erectores penis.
" That thris act is accomplished by the contractile power of the bladder itself, chiefly and primarily; the diaphragm and abdominal muscles co-operating to an extent which depends on the amount of force expended on its performance. The whole process in the healthy individual, in ordinary circumstances, always taking place in obedience to, and under the control of, the will. " In the controversy which has been maintained on the subject, the oversight of a very simple fact has led to much unnecessary discussion. This I will endeavour to make apparent. Mr. Syme denies the existence of 1 impermeable stricture,' declaring that he has never met with one through which, the urine passing outwardly from the bladder, he has not been able fairly to pass an instrument in. He has been supposed to deny the existence of an obliterated urethra. This, however, he seems never to have done, so far as I am able to judge. But it appears that, in the North especially, a distinction is made between stricture and traumatic obliteration, which is not invariably recognised here. .... Mr. Liston was accustomed to draw the same distinction. In a clinical lecture given during the winter session of 1835-6, he 
